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    The Exposition issue of 1897 was only valid for the year of the exposition, at the end of which the unsold 
stamps were sold to stamp dealers, except for the 18c, 75c and 150c values.  Those three values were 
overprinted and used as telegraph stamps.  This resulted in a shortage of those values and collectors had a 
difficult time acquiring a complete set of this issue.  There are technically no ‘forgeries’ of this issue, but 
there are fakes made by altering the telegraph stamps, bogus surcharges and one bogus “SERVICIO 
INTERNO’ overprint. 

 

  

   The most dangerous fakes are the altered red 
overprinted 18c, 75c and 150c telegraph stamps.  
These fakes were created by removing the red 
ink of the overprint.  The altered stamps often 
have a blurred, smudged impression rather than 
the well printed engraved stamps.  If the printed 
side of the stamp is rubbed on a sheet of white 
paper it leaves a dark smudge on the paper; 
originals never do this.  Often the altered 
stamps have bogus cancels from the non-
existent town of El Jicaro (Figure 1) and others 
as illustrated in Figure 2 [1]. 

 

    The forger Saureck created a ‘SERVICIO 
INTERNO’ overprint and it exists on stamps in 
different shades of ink as well as on postal cards 
(Figures 3 and 4).  Although these were listed in 
major catalogues for almost a century, there is 
no question as to their unofficial status [2]. 

 

 

    In November, 1897, the 12c stamp was surcharged ‘UN CENTAVO/1898’.  Fakes of the inverted and 
double surcharge one inverted can be identified by comparing measurements of the surcharge [3].  Bogus 

Figure 1  -  Fake ‘El Jicaro’ cancel on genuine (left) and altered (right) stamps 

  

Figure 2 
Fake Cancels on Exposition Issue Stamps 

 

 

 



surcharges, also listed in catalogues as 
genuine for many years, are more 
easily identified.  The first is printed 
on the 2c stamp in either violet or red 
and some are inverted.  The second 
has large numeral ‘1’s at each side of 
the surcharge, some with violet and 
some with black ink, as well as 
inverted numerals (Figure 5) [4]. 
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Figure 5  -  Bogus Surcharged  ‘1’s 

Figure 3 
Typical Bogus Saureck Surcharges 

With Violet and Carmine Ink 

 

Figure 4  -  Bogus Saureck Overprinted 1897 Postal Card 

 

Bogus Saureck Overprint 



    The International Society of Guatemala Collectors was formed in 1948 and is Affiliate No. 38 of the American 

Philatelic Society.  The Society is committed to assisting everyone interested in collecting Guatemala.  Its award 

winning journal El Quetzal is published quarterly.  Membership levels include a US$10 online membership which 

includes access to most society publications including its two award winning handbooks, and the electronic version of 

the journal.  If you collect Guatemala you will find much more information available on the society website: 

                    https://guatemalastamps.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?sl=197696320 

 

www.guatemalastamps.org

